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the country, and at his own home, under the care of
his mother, and a tutor who had orders never to correct
him, nor to compel him to learn more than he liked,
which it seems was very little, and that only in his
childhood; for from the age of fifteen he addicted him-
self entirely to hunting and other rural amusements,
for which his mother took care to equip him with
horses, hounds, and all other necessaries: and his
tutor, endeavouring to ingratiate himself with his young
pupil, who would, he knew, be able handsomely to
provide for him, became his companion, not only at
these exercises, but likewise over a bottle, which the
young squire had a very early relish for.
At the age of twenty, his mother began to think she
had not fulfilled the duty of a parent; she therefore
resolved to persuade her son, if possible, to that which
she imagined would well supply all that he might have
learned at a public school or university. This is what
they commonly call travelling; which, with the help
of the tutor who was fixed on to attend him, she easily
succeeded in. He made in three years the tour of
Europe, as they term it, and returned home well fur-
nished with French clothes, phrases and servants, with
a hearty contempt for his own country; especially what
had any savour of the plain spirit and honesty of our
ancestors.
His mother greatly applauded herself at his return;
and now being master of his own fortune, he soon
procured himself a seat in Parliament, and was in the
common opinion one of the finest gentlemen of his
age: but what distinguished him chiefly was a strange